[Hemodynamic instability and paraplegia after thoracotomy for excision of a cardiac pheochromocytoma].
We report the occurrence of a sustained hypotension (vasoplegia) following thoracic phaeochromocytoma surgery. Diagnosis of spinal cord injury was done by magnetic nuclear resonance (MNR) showing surgical "Horsley wax" inside the vertebral canal and ischaemic signal inside the anterior part of the spine cord. Removal of "Horsley wax" dramatically improved arterial blood pressure but did not correct all neurologic disorders. Haemodynamic disorders related to spinal cord injury are rare after thoracotomy, and may have been enhanced by the haemodynamic instability typically associated with phaeochromocytoma surgery. Early diagnosis has to be done by MNR.